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  Preface A typical truant?!
  
 
Playing truant – a topic for school lessons?! 
 
“Everybody knows the rules of compulsory schooling. Why waste another lesson on that?“ 
“Is it not sufficient to have stricter checking of attendance and to punish violations?” 
Of course, this opinion is justified and control of attendance has to be improved in many 
schools. However, practical experience shows that all the existing rules have not yet been 
able to prevent occasional truancy from becoming a typical part of everyday school life.  
 
Although there is no nationwide representative research on absenteeism, various regional 
surveys underline the urgent call for action. The results of 35-55% of pupils having played 
truant for one or several days within the last school term and 4-8 % having played truant for 
10 or more days are alarming dimensions. If consequences like missed graduations, deviant 
behaviour of pupils or juvenile delinquency of absentees are taken into consideration, the 
serious individual and social problems arising from absenteeism become even more obvious. 
 
As we know from studies on the causes, there are several factors to be taken into account in 
every single case. Inconsistent checking by schools and parents is only the last straw that 
breaks the camel’s back. Problems with classmates, teachers or constant failure at school 
can, apart from family problems, start a process in the course of which a pupil is likely to 
become a dropout. School anxiety and tiredness, a lack of frustration tolerance and an 
outsider position in class are further risk factors in a slow process that often becomes 
apparent only when a truant’s career is in full swing and intervention becomes more and 
more difficult. 
   
 
The significance of early diagnosis 
 
The Deutsche Jugendinstitut carried out a survey among former truants and dropouts who 
took part in special needs courses for this target group. According to the results of this 
survey, absenteeism often starts with skipping single lessons or occasional truancy with 
doctor’s certificates. These illnesses are often not even pretended but psychosomatic 
reactions to school standards the pupil can’t cope with.  
The longer a pupil plays truant, the more he isolates himself from his fellow pupils at school. 
Social contacts are mostly limited to peer groups outside school, if there are any contacts at 
all. Consequently, long periods of absence and aggressive or destructive behaviour in school 
lead to an isolation which makes reintegration in school more and more difficult. The longer a 
pupil misses out school, the harder it is on him to return. The sarcasm that can be expected 
from classmates and teachers as well as the knowledge of having missed a great deal of 
lesson material has a negative influence on the willingness to go to school again. 
 
The question on when truancy reaches its peak was answered by most pupils as being in the 
age period of 12 to 14 years, and almost half of these pupils played truant for several days. It 
can be taken for granted that the beginning of such a truant’s career is usually preceded by 
forms of behaviour that would have required an early diagnosis of the risk of becoming a 
truant and the development of preventive strategies. In any case, preventive measures have 
to start at quite an early age, because in many cases truancy intensifies at an early stage.  
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I  PREFACE  Role Play on Absenteeism
 
 
That is why, apart from effective checking, preventive measures have to be established as 
early as possible.  
Regarding the attendance of pupils four pupil profiles can be generally distinguished: 
 

• Pupils that are physically and mentally present 
• Pupils that are physically present but mentally absent   
• Pupils that are physically absent but mentally present 
• Pupils that are physically absent and mentally absent 

 
The latter profile, pupils that are physically and mentally absent, can only be dealt with by 
using measures of intervention, whereas the second and third profile form the target group 
for preventive measures. 
 
One method of prevention is dealing with the topic of absenteeism in school lessons, as 
shown in the following two lesson units. 
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I  Overview A typical truant?!
 
 
A typical truant  is a teacher training course which aims at the creation of awareness for 
school tiredness and absenteeism in art lessons.This is achieved by visualising various types 
of truants and by practice-oriented creative exercises that are meant to give impulses for 
discussions and the reflection of school refusal. The course was designed to be used in art 
lessons for 12 - 14-year olds and involves about 7 lessons. 
 
1 |  Subject 
 

This teacher training course involves seven 45-minute modules and is meant to be an 
introduction to school refusal and school tiredness. The subject of Art was chosen to deal 
with various reasons for truancy and to find appropriate ways of solution with artistic 
means. 
 
The course consists of the following phases:  

• Drawing a “typical truant“ 
• Making a picture story about possible reasons for truancy  
• Analysing and evaluating various life stories 
• Making a photo story as a preventive approach 
• Reflecting on ways of intervention 

  
 
 

2 | Target group 
 
 

• Teachers of all school forms (but mainly secondary level I) 
       Group size: maximum 30  

 
 
3 | Artistic means of expression 
 

• Drawing pictures (portrait, picture story) 
• Taking digital photos 
• Making a photo story 

  
 
 
 
4 |  Work outside class 
 
 

Outside class the participants have the opportunity to adapt information from scientific 
journals, newspapers and the Internet. 

 
 

5 |  Materials / Media 
  

 Prepared sheets of paper (WANTED poster, DIN A 4 sheets with ready-made speech 
bubbles) 

 Coloured crayons 
 Digital camera 
 Computer with Internet access 
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II   Learning Frames       A typical truant?!
 
1 |  Learning aims 
 

• Creating awareness of school refusal  
• Reflecting on prejudices towards the “typical truant” 
• Recognizing situations in which you can help 
• Development of individual measures of prevention 
• Artistic realisation of current school problems (absenteeism) 
 
 

 
2 | Final product/outcome 
 

• Every participant makes a WANTED poster about a “typical truant“ and a picture story 
about the social causes of truancy 

• The final product should be a photo story showing preventive ways of dealing with the 
problem 

• Collection of ways of intervention on the blackboard 
 
 
3 | Curriculum relevance 
 

• Art lessons 
 
 
 
4 | Assessment opportunities 
 

• The participants reflect their own school experience and attitudes towards truancy 
• They correct potential prejudices  
 
 

 
5|  Evaluation  

The participants may evaluate the results of the course under the following aspects: 
 

• Ways of expressing information, opinions and feelings about truants by drawings 
• The effectiveness of the presentations 
• What was each participant’s/group’s contribution to the development process of 

the project?  
• Suggestions for improvements (sources, use of own script, outcome). 
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III  Implementation                    A typical truant?!
  
 

Module outline 
 

 

Equipment 
 

 

Outcome 
 

Module 1  Introduction to   
                  absenteeism  

 Reception of participants and 
presentation of programme 

 What image of a truant do we have? 
(brainstorming in small groups)             

 (Material 1) 
 

  Work outside class | 
Participants view/collect information via 
newspaper articles, Internet 

  

 Awareness of 
the format: 

 Common 
interests 

 Differences, 
facial 
expression, 
gestures 

 Male/female 
 Age group 

 
 

Module 2   Making of a wanted  
                   poster  

  (Material 2) 

 Pattern of a 
wanted poster

 

 Visualising a 
wanted poster 
involving script, 
catch and key 
words 

 
 

Module 3   Making of an individual 
                   picture story 

 Which of the stories      
                    deal with truants?  

 What did the truants experience in 
                    certain situations?                  

(Material 3) 

 Ready-made 
pattern for 
making a 
picture story 

 

 Individual 
picture story, 
the respective 
partner 
(classmate) fills 
in a headline 
into an empty 
block 

 
      

    Module 4   Analysis of results 
 Which picture stories can be 

                     thematically combined? 
 Which picture of the story 

gives the best impression of 
                     the problem the truant has? 
                   

 Clothes line 
 Pin board 

 
 

 Arrangement 
according to 
themes 

 Definition of a 
truant’s problem

 

Module 5   Photo story as a way of 
                   solution 

 How could the story take a positive 
turn?  
(A point in the picture story is 
marked where the photo story 
begins) 

 (Material 4) 
(Alternative : Empty speech bubbles are filled in and 
fit into a ready-made photo story)  

 Digital 
camera 

 Computer for 
picture editing

 
 

 Collection of 
scripts/ideas  

 What could 
he/she do? 

 What could the 
others do? 

 Cf. collection of 
results 

 

Module  6   Presentation of photo story 
 
 

 Powerpoint 
 Printouts 

 Photo story with 
speech bubbles 

 

Module 7 Which ways of solution are 
                 offered? 

 Who offers them? Pupils, teachers… 
 

 Blackboard  Suggestions for 
measures of 
prevention 

 See blackboard   
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Material 1                   A typical truant?!
 
 
Who do I have to deal with daily? 
 
The perfect pupil is well rested 
 
has had breakfast /has a packed meal and drinks in his school bag  
is neatly and decently dressed 
has all the necessary school books and utensils 
shows at least an average achievement 
is integrated into class 
is looked after/spoken to by parents/important others 
is waited on after school by parents/important others 
is physically healthy 
doesn’t show any signs of deviant behaviour 
likes the teacher 
is interested in the lesson 
gets through his homework unasked and without support 
understands himself to be a part of this world, feels loved    
 
How many percent of such pupils do you have in your class?  
 
…………% 
 
What can I exert an influence on, if a pupil is in trouble? (Please make a 
rating): 
  
On the feelings/behaviour of the child 
On the classroom situation  
On my own attitude to the child/on our relationship  
On the formal framework of the school 
On educational matters/the staff 
On aid organisations 
 
Others……………………………………………………………………………
…………. 
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   Material 2                                                       A typical truant?!

                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Material 3                   A typical truant?!
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Material 4                   A typical truant?!
 
Photo story I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s wrong with 
him? Does he find 
school cool now?  

What’s wrong with 
him? 
Playing the cool 
brother, is he? 

I’m fed up 
with school.  
Spraying 
graffiti is 
much better. 

with.

You can smear the 
walls if you like. I 
don’t want to have 
my life cocked up. 

What’s up? 
Don’t you want 
to bunk off 
school? 

Come on, let’s 
go. We’ll get the 
few lessons 
over and done 

That’s not a 
good idea. What 
if Mum finds out 
about that? 

Can I join 
you? I’ll just 
skip my 
English 
lesson. 

That’s cool. Did 
you bunk off 
school again? 
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Material 4                   A typical truant?!
 
Photo story I 
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                   A typical truant?!
 

Hey, I got some 
fresh dope. Have 
you got 20 €? 

Let’s have a smoke. 
I don’t care about 
school. The lessons 
are daft and boring.

Photo story II (1) 

Watch out! I 
don’t want 
anyone to see 
us. 

Is his blood 
circulation 
stable again? Don’t do that again. 

Life is too precious. 
Come on, do it for 
me. 

She’s somehow nice. 
She seems to care 
about me. I think I’ll 
try to change things. 

He is finished. He 
underestimated the 
effect of his last 
joint. 

Yes, my life isn’t that 
bad after all. You 
helped me a lot. Can I 
see you again? 

Hi, how are you? 
Have you thought 
over what I told 
you? 
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                   A typical truant?!
 

Can you spare 
a minute? I don’t really 

know what to 
say… 

I made it. I work for 
school now instead of 
smoking dope. But 
actually I came round to 
tell you … 

Photo story II (2) 
 

I have got an aim in life 
again. I’m sure my efforts 
will pay off. I won’t be 
bunking off school any 
more. 
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                   A typical truant?!

  
 

Photo story II (1) 
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                  A typical truant?!  

 

 

?! 
 Photo story II (2) 
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Suggestions for measures of prevention                   A typical truant?!
 

 

What can we pupils do?        What can teachers do?          What can others do? 
 
-offer to do sth. together        -offer talks with parents/        -give psychological support 
-make contacts                        pupils                                   -talk friends into helping  
 offer talks                              -point out aims for one’s         the pupil     
-friends, the class                    own life and explain 
 assign responsible                  the need to go to 
 tasks                                       school 
-strengthen                             -assign special tasks/ 
 self-confidence                       responsibility 
 by praise 
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 Evaluation A typical truant?!
 
 
Evaluation / Questionnaire 
 

1. Whose drawing / picture story did you like most? 
I liked ______________most, because _______________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. What do you think are the main reasons for absenteeism? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. What could be done to prevent pupils from playing truant? 

  
Teachers should ______________________________________________________ 

            The psychologist could _________________________________________________ 
            The parents __________________________________________________________ 

The truant ___________________________________________________________ 
The classmate(s) _____________________________________________________ 
School __________________________________________________________ 
Others (e.g. social workers, class teachers, the Youth Office) 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

       
 

4. Did this art project influence your opinion of truants? If yes, in what respect?       
       ___________________________________________________________________ 
       ___________________________________________________________________ 
       ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 5.   What could y o u do to help a truant?  
       I could _____________________________________________________________   
       _________________________________________________________ 
       ___________________________________________________________________ 
       ___________________________________________________________________ 
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  A typical truant?!
 
Assessment opportunities 

 
 
 

• Is the project teacher-friendly? ............................................................Yes  No   

• Is it motivating? ....................................................................................Yes  No   

• Is it feasible? ........................................................................................Yes  No  

• Are the instructions for pupils clear? ...................................................Yes  No  

• Was the project useful for you? ...........................................................Yes  No  

 
If not, please specify 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• Are the materials learner-friendly? ......................................................Yes  No  

• Does the material support the awareness of truancy?    ………..........Yes  No  

• Are the activities feasible? ...................................................................Yes  No  

• Does the project guarantee a growth in learning? ..............................Yes  No  

• Are the modules student-oriented and age group-adequate? ............Yes  No  

• Was there enough room for your own ideas? .....................................Yes  No  

• Were your students motivated for the project? ...................................Yes  No  

• What was their spontaneous reaction to the project? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

• Were they actively involved and focussed on the project? .................Yes  No  

• Did your students feel free to speak in the course of  
the project?...........................................................................................Yes  No  

Were the students attentive throughout the project?                                  Yes  No  
Specify if not: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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